
THE GOSPELS 
 
The word Gospel comes from the Anglo-Saxon word godspell and means “a ________ 
about God” or a “good story.” The latter meaning is in harmony with the Greek word 
translated “gospel” euangellion, which means a good message or the ____________. 
The four gospels are fittingly named because they are the good news about the most 
significant events in history – the life, sacrificial death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 
Each of the gospel accounts are named after the _______________ of the book. 
 
4 Gospels Establish Evidence: 
 
So why four gospels and not just one? Four gospels establish _________. In the Old 
Testament when Moses outlined the judicial process for the Jews He gave them this 
initiative: 
 
Deuteronomy 17:1-7 
 
 
Two to three firsthand witnesses were required to establish the guilt of someone in a 
judicial proceeding. Four gospels or four firsthand accounts of the life and ministry of 
Jesus Christ would have surpassed the amount of required evidence to establish the 
legitimacy of something.  
 
 
4 Gospels Give Varying Perspectives  
 
First of all understand that the Gospels are not designed to be an autobiography (John 
21:25) on the life of Christ but rather show four ________ or ________ of His life.  
 
Jhn 21:25  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they 
should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the 
books that should be written. Amen. 
 
 
It’s why each of the four writers have a particular emphasis and ______________ 
in mind when telling their view of Christ. When the gospels are viewed this way, we see 
the way God beautifully orchestrated them. 
 

verseid:43.21.25


Apart from the birth narratives and a few events in between, the first thirty years of his 
life are ___________, and while his ministry was over three years long, much of the 
gospels focus on the _____________ of his life. 
 
 
Matthew – Presents Jesus as King writing primally to a Jewish audience. Here’s the 
evidence for that claim: 
 

• His _______________: Two gospels give the lineage of Jesus. Matthew 
starts with Abraham (father of the Jews) and works his way forward. Luke starts 
with Jesus and works his way back to Adam. Being able to _____________ 
your lineage meant everything to the Jews.  

 
 

• The ___________: The law would not mean as much to a ____________ 
audience as it would a Jewish audience. Matthew addresses Jesus position on the 
law. 

 
Matt 5:17-19 
 
 

• References to the Old Testament – There are over ________ quotes and 
allusions to the Old Testament in Matthew. Many of these references are to Old 
Testament __________________ and how Jesus was fulfilling them. 

 
Matt 21:1-5  
 
Fulfilling – Isaiah 62:11 and Psalm 118:26 
 
 

• Using the Name of God - Matthew changes the phrase “the Kingdom of 
_______” (used in the other three gospels) to “the Kingdom of _________,” 
respecting the Jews’ reverence for the name of the Lord. The phrase is used 32 
times in the whole Bible, and it appears in ________________ all 32 times. 

 
 
 
Mark – presents Jesus as a _____________ (Mark 10:45).  
 
Mrk 10:45   
 
 
His audience is gentile in nature and specifically a Roman one. The evidence for that 
claim shows up in the language used in Mark. Latin was the language of ancient Rome 
and it shows us in Marks gospel. 
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Mrk 5:9  And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My 
name is Legion: for we are many. 
 
Mrk 6:27  And immediately the king sent an executioner, and commanded his head to 
be brought: and he went and beheaded him in the prison, 
 
Mrk 15:16  And the soldiers led him away into the hall, called Praetorium; and they call 
together the whole band. 
 
Mrk 15:39  And when the centurion, which stood over against him, saw that he so cried 
out, and gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this man was the Son of God. 
 
 
 
Luke – addressed a broader gentile audience. Luke was a very educated man, possibly 
either a gentile or Hellenized Jew and a ________________.  
 
Col 4:14  Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you. 
 
His work of being in the medical community shows up in his writing as he documents 
Christ healing people __________________ in his gospel letter. He authored both 
the gospel of Luke and the book of _____________.  
 
 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke are called “Synoptic Gospels” because they can be “seen 
together.” What that actually means is that these gospels contain many of the ______ 
stories and sometimes those stories are even presented in the same sequence within 
each of the three different synoptic gospels. 
 
John on the other hand differs from the Synoptic Gospels in several ways: it covers a 
different ________________ than the others; it locates much of Jesus' ministry in 
_____________; and it portrays Jesus discoursing at length on theological matters.  
 
 
John – heavily addresses the _________ of Christ. He states the purpose of his 
gospel with this statement: 
 
Jhn 20:31  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing ye might have life through his name. 
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The Harmony of the Gospels (non-exhaustive) 
 
 
As stated earlier, the collaboration in the Gospel accounts provide the “multiple 
witnesses” needed to generally verify that something took place. So it only makes sense 
that within the four gospels, the individual writers would give their _____________ 
of the same events, which is generally referred to as the harmony of the gospels. 
 

 



 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 



The Challenges in the Gospels - Places where accounts vary in detail and why 
 
 
Imagine a car wreck happens at a busy intersection. There are four eyewitness to the 
wreck, each standing at a different location than the others. If you interviewed each 
eyewitness, you’d get their version of what take place in the wreck. Some details would 
be ______________ by several of the witnesses, some would bring up things the 
others didn’t see, etc. Does it mean the wreck didn’t happen? No, it’s called individual 
_____________ and that shows up occasionally in the discrepancies in the gospels.  
 
 
Example #1 
Mat 21:18  Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he hungered. 
Mat 21:19  And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing 
thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for 
ever. And presently the fig tree withered away. 
Mat 21:20  And when the disciples saw it, they marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig 
tree withered away! 
 
Mrk 11:20  And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the 
roots. 
Mrk 11:21  And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Master, behold, 
the fig tree which thou cursedst is withered away. 
Mrk 11:22  And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. 
 
Did the fig tree dry up immediately or not? Matthews account seems to indicate it drew 
up right in front of them, while Mark’s leads us to believe it wasn’t discovered until the 
next day. However the simplest explanation is that the “disciples” who saw the fig tree 
wither in Matthews gospel may have been missing _______________. By the time 
they come back by the withered fig tree in Marks account, Peter sees it for the first time. 
 
Example #2 
 
Mat 8:5  And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a 
centurion, beseeching him, 
Mat 8:6  And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, 
grievously tormented. 
Mat 8:7  And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. 
 
Luk 7:1  Now when he had ended all his sayings in the audience of the people, he entered 
into Capernaum. 
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Luk 7:2  And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear unto him, was sick, and ready 
to die. 
Luk 7:3  And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the elders of the Jews, 
beseeching him that he would come and heal his servant. 
 
So who came to Jesus in Capernaum, the centurion or a contingent of Jewish elders on 
his behalf? From Matthew’s point of view, the centurion was speaking directly to Jesus 
through the elders. In the first century, there was no functional difference between a 
centurion telling you something face-to-face or through an emissary. 
 

What about when one gospel mentions _________ individuals while another only 
speaks of __________? 

• Two demon-possessed men (Matt. 8:28) vs. one (Mk. 5:2) 
• Two blind men (Matt. 20:30) vs. one (Mk. 10:46) 
• Two angels at the tomb (Lk. 24:4) vs. one (Mk. 16:5) 

 
 

The calling of the disciples varies a lot between the gospels: 

• The Gospel of John: Andrew, a disciple of John the Baptist, brought his 
brother Simon to Jesus. (Jn. 1:35–42) 

 

• The Gospels of Matthew and Mark: Jesus calls two sets of fishermen 
brothers—Andrew and Peter; James and John—near the Sea of Galilee. (Mk. 
1:16–20; Matt. 4:18–22) 

 
The best explanation is that that Andrew brought Peter to Jesus for salvation, then later 
Jesus calls both men along with James and John into full time _______________.     
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